


WALKER COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES



WHAT DOES THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DO?

• INCIDENT RESPONSE

• Structure Fires

• Medical Calls

• Hazardous Materials

• Fire and Medical Alarms

• Gas Leaks

• Lift Assist

• Trees Down

• Technical Rescue



WHAT DOES THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DO?

• FIRE PREVENTION & EDUCATION

• Fire Inspections

• Fire Investigations

• Public Education



WHAT DOES THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DO?

• Insurance service office (ISO) Duties

• Personnel

• Training

• Fire Hydrant Testing & Maintenance 

• Improving Response Times

• Pre-Incident Plans
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WHAT IS “THE GREATER GOOD”?

Doing what is right for the majority (Citizens), the majority of 

the time.













EXPANDED COVERAGE

• Reduces Response Times.

• Increases the opportunity to save lives and property.

• Saves on fuel & maintenance.

• Community Relations.

• ISO duties become more efficient.

• Improves Automatic Aid Agreements with neighboring fire 

departments.



PUBLIC SAFETY FEE

• Why Square Footage?

• Needed Fire Flow

• Number of Firefighters

• Equipment

• Hours of Work



EXAMPLE

900 SQUARE FOOT MOBILE HOME

• 8 Firefighters

• 3 Engines

• 1 Tanker

• 1 Command Vehicle

• Les than 2 Hours

4,000 SQUARE FOOT HOUSE 

W/BASEMENT

• 29 Firefighters

• 11 Engines/Tenders

• 3 Command Vehicles

• Mutual Aid Assignments

• CERT Team

• 8 Hours



WHAT IF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DIDN’T EXIST?

• Insurance premiums could increase TEN times the Public Safety Fee.
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Walker County 

Audit Report and 

Public Hearing



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016
The assets and deferred outflows of resources of Walker County 

exceeded its liabilities and deferred inflows of resources at 

September 30, 2016 by $60,313,769 (Net Position) a decrease 

of $6,727,174 from the prior year before the effect of the 

blending of the Walker County County Development Authority.  If 

the net position $67,543,994 is restricted as to what the funds 

may be expended for the remaining deficit balance of 

$7,543,994 is what is available to meet the ongoing 

obligations to citizens and creditors.                                                             
(Source 2016 audit page VI)



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016

“The remaining deficit balance ($7,543,994) is 

what is available to meet the ongoing 

obligations to citizens and creditors.”



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016

“The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities report the 

county’s Net Position and changes in Net Position.  One can think of the 

county’s net position as the difference between assets and deferred outflow of 

resources and liabilities and deferred inflow of resources - as one way to 

measure the county’s financial health, or financial position. Over time, 

increase or decreases in the county’s Net Position are one indicator of 

whether its financial health is improving or deteriorating. However, other 

nonfinancial factors will need to be considered, such as changes in the county’s 

property tax base and the condition of the county’s roads, to assess the 

overall health of the county.”                                (source 2016 audit page VII)



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016

“In the County’s business-type activities, operating 

expenditures exceeded operating revenues by $1,034,086. 

Revenues were insufficient to recoup costs largely due to 

high depreciation expenses, accrued post closure cost and 

operating losses.  A transfer from the General fund was 

made to cover most of the loss.” 

(Source 2016 audit page VI)



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016
At the County’s Landfill and Mountain Cove Farms, we spent 

more than we took in by ($1,034,086) million dollars. 

Sales were insufficient to cover over spending of having too 

many employees, and all other expenses were out of control, 

due to bad management and no budget.  Operating losses 

were mostly due to letting out of state companies have the key 

to the gate, and charging them a reduce rate during the day.  A 

transfer from the General fund, your property tax money, was 

made to cover most of the loss, but some of the bills did not get 

paid here either.  



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016



Financial Highlights - Year ending September 30, 2016















FY 2018 Budget Revenue









FY 2018 Budget Expenses















Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2016:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.)  =                   $66,672

40% of assessed value =                                                 $26,669

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                   $24,669.00

Taxable value x .001                             =                         24.669

Net x County Government millage rate of 7.838  =           $193.36    

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.631 =                  $410.05

Fire Fee (example 800 sq. ft. house) =                              $130.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =                $733.41 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.)  =                   $66,672

40% of assessed value =                                                 $26,669

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                   $24,669.00

Taxable value x .001                             =                         24.669

Net x County Government millage rate of 9.838  =           $242.69    

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.622 =                  $410.27   

Fire Fee (example 800 sq. ft. house) =                                $90.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =                $742.96 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.)  =                   $66,672

40% of assessed value =                                                 $26,669

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                   $24,669.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =  (2016)       $733.41

Total Taxes for County Resident = (2017)        $742.96

Net Tax Increase =                                                $9.55



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2016:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.)  =                 $100,000

40% of assessed value =                                                 $40,000

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                       $38,000

Taxable value x .001                             =                             38

Net x County Government millage rate of 7.838  =           $297.94    

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.631 =                  $631.97   

Fire Fee (example 1,200 sq. ft. house) =                           $130.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =              $1,059.91 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.) =                  $100,000

40% of assessed value =                                                 $40,000

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                       $38,000

Taxable value x .001                             =                             38

Net x County Government millage rate of 9.838  =           $373.84   

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.622 =                  $631.64   

Fire Fee =  (example 1,200 sq. ft. house) =                        $120.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =              $1,125.84 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.) =                  $100,000

40% of assessed value =                                                 $40,000

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                       $38,000

Total Taxes for County Resident = (2016)      $1,059.91 

Fire Fee =  (example 1,200 sq. ft. house) 

Total Taxes for County Resident = (2017)       $1,125.84

Total Tax Increase =                                            $65.93



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2016:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.)  =                 $166,680.00

40% of assessed value =                                                 $66,672.00

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                    $64,672.00

Taxable value x .001                             =                             64.67

Net x County Government millage rate of 7.838  =            $506.88    

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.631 =                $1,075.53   

Fire Fee (example 2,000 sq. ft. house) =                            $130.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =              $1,712.41 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.) =                  $166,680

40% of assessed value =                                                 $66,672 

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                   $64,672.00

Taxable value x .001                             =                         64.672

Net x County Government millage rate of 9.838  =           $636.24   

Net x County School Millage Rate of 16.622 =                $1,074.98   

Fire Fee =  (example 2,000 sq. ft. house) =                        $200.00

Total Taxes for County Resident =              $1,911.22 



Walker County Government Current Millage Tax Rate 2017:
Home assessed value ($83.34 per sq. ft.) =                  $166,680

40% of assessed value =                                                 $66,672

Homestead Exemption =                                                  ($2,000)

Value for taxes to be calculated from =                       $64.672

Total Taxes for County Resident = (2016)       $1,712.41 

Fire Fee =  (example 2,000 sq. ft. house) 

Total Taxes for County Resident = (2017)       $1,911.22

Total Tax Increase =                                            $198.81



Walker County Public Health Facilities and Service District

A flat rate of 0.14% of the fair market value, with a $1,000 cap

• $25k  =  $35.00

• $50k = $70.00

• $75k = $105.00

• $100k = $140.00

• $125k = $175.00

• $150k = $210.00

• $200k =  $280.00

• $250k  =  $350.00

• $300k  =  $420.00

• $400k  =  $560.00

• $500k  =  $700.00

● This should generate at 

least $2.5 million a year to 

pay Erlanger

● First special assessment 

due on December 20, 

2017

● Special District will 

terminate on December 

31, 2019 



?’s


